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Depiction of the White Terror Era in Taiwan / Formosa Betrayed Screening in the U.S.
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Formosa Betrayed had its first screening in Hollywood on
February 28. The main cast and crew held a celebration
with tremendous joy. The lead actors, James Van Der
Beek (the first from right) and Will Tiao (the seventh
from right in purple shirt) both attended the celebration.
(photo provided by Formosa Films)
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Fundraising for Formosa Betrayed started in 2006. Due

to the sensitivity and controversy of its subject matter, this : l/ e
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film has attracted a lot of attention.
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[by Nadia Tsao, US Correspondant/Washington, DC, 3-6-09] An American film Formosa Betrayed
using as its backdrop the White Terror Era in Taiwan was completed in February this year and had
its first screening for cast, crew, and investors on February 28. Will Tiao, producer of the film, is
planning a screening for Members of Congress and their staffs on Capitol Hill in June. It will be
the first time that the politics of Taiwan is stepping into mainstream American film.
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Taiwan Politics Melting Into Hollywood
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Fundraising for Formosa Betrayed started in 2006. Due to the sensitivity and controversy of its
subject, this film has always garnered a lot of attention. Formosa Betrayed is a feature film
detailing the murder investigation of a Taiwanese-American professor in the U.S. in the early 1980s.
Because the victim is an American citizen, the FBI is involved in a cross-border investigation,
which eventually discloses a complex story about the political black list, “student spies” on U.S.

campuses and the Taiwanese independence movement.
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Will Tiao is the main force behind the birth of this film and founded “Formosa Films, LLC.” His
parents, blacklisted by the Taiwan government, were originally from Kaohsiung. As a second
generation Taiwanese American with rich experience in American politics and entertainment
industry, Tiao had a dream to bring Taiwan’s story into a Hollywood film. He attended more than
a thousand fundraisers and obtained enthusiastic support form the Taiwanese community in the U.S.
and Canada.
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Emphsis on Identity and Social Justice
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Iris Ho, spokeswoman for the Formosan Association of Public Affairs (FAPA), was invited to the
screening in Los Angeles and said, “The film is really touching. A lot of the audience cried at the
end of the film.” Taiwanese audiences may easily link the story with incidents such as Professor
Chen Wen-cheng, Henry Liu -- the author of Biography of CCK, and Lin I-Hsiong -- the leader of

opposition movement, whose family members were murdered. But the sentiment should go

beyond borders.
HNVBILER ERFHETA S - T ENERED | el NZHEIRERE - AT

B U F BT/ NG > B D R SEE F R AR AR -

Since it is not easy to ensure theatrical distribution in the US for independent films, Formosa Films
will apply to numerous international film festivals and hold private screenings in places such as
Capitol Hill to raise attention from American film distributors and the public.
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Adam Kane, the film’s director, is an excellent filmmaker in Hollywood on numerous serious
subjects. The cast includes James Van Der Beek, very popular among the younger generation,
who was elected “the most popular TV actor” and featured in “The Rules of Attraction.” With his
handsome appearance and excellent acting skills, Van Der Beek is seen as “the successor to Brad
Pitt” by the media.
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Will Tiao, who pushed the birth of filming, is grateful for the
financial support from the overseas Taiwanese in the US and Canada

—J&Re (I8 - REEE DB A FERM)

Will Tiao (photo provided by Formosa Films)
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“It is not a pan-blue or pan-green film. It is an American film,” said Will Tiao, who delivered the
film “Formosa Betrayed” with excitement and confidence. He expressed that the film featured in
the White Terror in Taiwan directed and mainly cast by Americans came out much better than he

expected.
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Tiao said that, as a second generation Taiwanese-American, he had the opportunity to understand
the politics and the history of Taiwan. The story of his parents also had a huge influence on him.
Even though the themes in the film are about identity and social justice, the artistic and theatrical

values are also important in the entertainment industry.
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Tiao said that the ideal role models for this film are political thrillers like “The Killing

Fields,” “Hotel Rwanda” and “Munich.” He wants to thank the crew and cast of the film so
they have made a $5-$10 million budget film come out with the effect like those with budget range
between $20-$30 millions.
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Tiao said the film screened on 2/28 was generally well-received.  Still, they just began the process
of the application for film festivals and the distribution. He also said that the film is actually
targeting not the Taiwanese audience but the American and the global audience. Since majority of
Americans are unfamiliar with the history of the politics depicted in the film, they need time to raise

the awareness and interest from the American public.
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Full of energy, Will Tiao repeatedly said, “Tam extremely excited,” throughout the interview

because he thinks that the film can bring the audience across the cultural barriers to feel the struggle
of Taiwanese as the same as their own. He stated that Hollywood has felt the potential of this film
and some fund and resources have poured in. Taiwan has finally gained a foothold in Hollywood.
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Tiao was frank to admit that the most difficult part for independent filmmaking is raising funds.

The enthusiastic investment from Taiwanese Americans is the biggest support to him. He said that
everyone thought the support of the film would be from the older generation of Taiwanese. To his
surprise, the film has generated tremendous enthusiasm from the young generation of Taiwanese
after it is wrapped. The Taiwanese Students Associations at esteemed universities like Yale and
Princeton have invited him to speak about the film. It will be a cross-generation movement.



